March 2017 - Volume 4, No. 3

S—

Se'ving the Villages and Neighborhoods of Irvine

Cireulation: 48,100

Irvine Immigrants
Dear Readers:

America is a nation of immigrants. And
Irvine is a 45-year-old City of mostly first,
second, and third-generation immigrants.
So it should come as no surprise that
President Trumps controversial executive
orders — imposing a travel ban on certain
Muslim countries and authorizing federal
immigration enforcement officials to
step-up deportations — have sent shock-
waves through Irvine’s business, education
and religious communities.

Our front-page story reports on the
turmoil of recent weeks, and how it has
put the entire Irvine community on edge.

In his CityWatch feature on Page 3,
former Mayor Larry Agran recounts other
episodes when immigrants in Irvine —
workers and residents — have come under
attack.

And our Open Forum and Community
Voices pages — Pages 14-15 — report
on the response to our recent Irvine
Community Poll.

Finally, why not take a moment
to become a digital subscriber to JCNV
right now?

Get /rvine Community News & Views
Delivered to Your Inbox...FREE!

IrvineCommunityNews.org

As always, thank you for your continuing
support and readership!

%‘.m‘ J[m-f?j;,

Franklin J. Lunding, Publisher and Editor

Muslim Travel Ban and Deportations

Stoke Fears among Irvine Immigrants

President Trump’s executive orders have prompted nationwide and local protests.
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President Trump’s sweeping executive orders — imposing a travel ban
on certain Muslim countries and authorizing federal immigration
officials to step-up deportations — have sent shockwaves through

Irvine’s business, education and religious communities.

ornearly two decades, Irvine s mayors
F have promoted and celebrated the

City’s reputation as one of America’s
most diverse and integrated cities — a
place where immigrants from throughout
the world have been welcomed to live and
work and raise their families.

Former Irvine Mayor Larry Agran
(2000-2004) frequently referred to Irvine
as an American “international crossroads
city.”” Agran’s successor, Mayor Beth
Krom (2004-2008), famously boasted
that “children in Irvine can experience
the world without ever having to travel
beyond the City's borders.”

MNow, thousands of Irvine immigrant
families are wondering whether they are
still welcome in Irvine, or anywhere in the
USs.

When President Trump issued his initial
executive order — imposing a travel ban
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targeting a number of Middle Eastern,
Muslim nations — it caused enormous
turmoil locally, especially among Irvine’s
Syrian, Iranian and Iraqi families. For
these residents, the entire system of legal
immigration was put in doubt. Business
and personal travel was disrupted. Relatives
and refugees on their way to Irvine and
other LLS. cities were being turned away,
some mid-journey.

While the federal courts have, for now,
halted implementation and enforcement
of the President’s initial executive orders,
Irvine’s various immigrant communities
remain on edge, unsure about what may
happen next.

Irvine Is Ground-Zero

Because of the thousands of foreign
nationals who work in lrvine’s high-tech
businesses or are students at UCI,

—= continued on page 2—
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- conmiued frompage 1~ [MUs|im Travel Ban and Deportations Stoke Fears

Irvine has become Orange County’s ground-zero in the struggle
surrounding the President’s controversial executive orders on
immigration.

According to one Irvine business leader, speaking on condition of
anonymity, “Our business is global. It's high-tech, and it’s dependent
on highly-skilled foreign nationals. We employ many with family ties
to Muslim countries in the Mideast. They now fear for themselves
and their families.”

He then added, “Humanitarianism aside, I can tell you as a
businessman that this travel ban is stupid, chaotic and disruptive. It
will hurt businesses, large and small, throughout Irvine.”

Higher Education and “Dreamers”

UC Irvine, now with more than 31,000 students, has become
both the workplace and home for thousands of foreign nationals —
undergraduate and graduate students, as well as visiting scholars,
professors, and physicians. Some are here in Irvine with their families.
Many others are here alone, while their families are in Syria, Iraq, or
other Muslim countries. According to one UCI official, “The Presi-
dent’s travel ban — targeting Syria, Iraq, and Iran — has created
tremendous anxiety and genuine hardship for hundreds of students
and their families.”

Yet hundreds more students at UCIL, Irvine Valley College and
other colleges and universities in Irvine are at risk from the President’
executive orders. These are the so-called “Dreamers” — students
who were brought to the U.S. as young children, undocumented,
typically from Mexico and Central America. These children grew
up as Californians, and as Americans, even though they are techni-
cally illegal aliens.

Under the terms of State legislation
known as the California Dream Act, these
students qualify for full in-state tuition
and receive financial aid at California
colleges and universities. Now, however,
with President Trump’s executive orders
giving much broader enforcement authority
to immigration officials, the fate of the
Dreamers — and their parents and families
—isindoubt. The fear is that the President’s
executive orders and implementing plans
published by the Department of Homeland
Security may, in fact, trigger mass depor-
tations, sweeping away the limited federal protection that had been
provided by the Obama Administration’s DACA program (Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals). DACA suspended enforcement and
deportation of hundreds of thousands of Dreamers and their families.

In a recent prepared statement, Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-NY) sounded an ominous warning: “No matter how
much they deny it, it is clear that the White House is setting in motion
their mass deportation plan, directing immigration agents to round
up and quickly deport anyone who is undocumented.”

Rabbi Arnold Rachlis

Moral Issues

In Irvine, whether the concerns expressed are about Dreamers or
desperate refugees, the confusion and fear among the City's immigrant
communities are palpable. For them — and for the larger Irvine

"G'we me your tired, your poor
Your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your
teeming shore,

Send these, the homeless,
tempest-tost to me."

community — the President’s executive orders raise profound legal
and moral issues. A number of religious leaders are asking whether
there are ways, symbolically and practically, that their houses of
worship might become “houses of refuge.”

In a public letter to his congregation and others, Rabbi Arnold
Rachlis of University Synagogue, in Irvine, delineated the moral issues
by invoking the memory of a shameful episode in American history.
“Remember the St Lowis,” he wrote, “the ship that sailed from Nazi
shores to our country in 1939, but was turned away, forcing hundreds
of its passengers to return to Europe and face certain death.”

Rachlis noted that many of today’s refugees, particularily those
from war-torn Syria and Iraq, are fleeing for their lives. “This travel
ban is the beginning of a Muslim Ban,” he wrote. “This is the first
step in dooming innocent men, women and children. We do not want
such Executive Orders issued in our name.” [1cwv]

Should Irvine’s Mayor and City Councilmembers speak
out on federal immigration and deportation policies

that threaten harm to Irvine community?
See the results of the Irvine Community Poll, pages 14-15.
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ast time, | used this space — this
CityWatch page — to lay out
the prionty issucs that bear

“watching™ in 2017. 1 listed my No. 1

priority as keeping an eye on Growth,

Development, and Traffic. Sure enough,
Jjust days after my article first appeared, the
Irvine Planning Commission was giving
rubber-stamp approval to developers
to build hundreds of new houses and
condominiums — actually, about 1,100
units were approved in February for
Irvine’s northern-most villages of Orchard
Hills and Portola Springs.

That means a lot more houses and
condominiums, with especially serious
traffic consequences in the northern
parts of Irvine, where overdevelopment
is already ecroding the quality of life for
many residents.  Sadly, the Planning
Commissioners (and the City Council)
seem so intent on giving the developers
everything they want, that they don’t even
suggest stronger mitigation measures,

Growth, Development and Traffic

such as imposing a slower rate of growth with
phased implementation, and the initiation of
citywide transit requirements.

Take a look at the GrowthWatch and
TrafficWatch feature on this page. It's aseasy
as 1-2-3-4 to understand what is happening to
us in terms of growth, development, traffic
and our quality of life. Now the question is
this: Are Irvine residents prepared to actually
DO something about it — like demand more
accountability from the Planning Commission,
Mayor and City Council?

Another priority for CityWatch 2017 is
what [ call TrumpWatch. And, sure enough,
President Trump's first weeks in  office
produced a whirlwind of activity, including
a number of immigration and deportation
orders, most notably a Muslim travel Ban.
These orders have created tremendous fear
and disruption for many hundreds of Irvine
businesses and families. So far, the Mayor
and City Couneil have remained silent.

Actually, 1 agree with the 2-to-1 majority
of Irvine residents who took the February
Irvine Community Poll and said “YES)”
Irvine’s local eclected officials showld say
something and do something when federal
policies — in this case, Presidential executive
orders — wviolate the rights of Irvine
residents or workers, or otherwise harm our

CityWatch by Larry Agran*

community. (Seec Pages 14-15 to read about
the community’s reaction.)

The truth is, individual citizens and local
elected officials can make a difference. In the
1980s, when I was Mayor, federal immigration
enforcement officers began chasing after
Irvine farmworkers, determined to round-up,
arrest and deport as many as possible, even
though most of the workers were U.S. citizens
or documented, legal residents. As Mayor, |
wrote a very public letter to William French
Smith, then the Attorney General for President
Reagan, objecting to the “field sweeps” and
the unconstitutional, warrantless search and
seizure of Irvine farmworkers. Soon after, the
practice stopped. 1 like to think ny letter helped.

In another instance, | was Mayor when
the 9/11 terrorist attacks took place. Not long
after, immigration officials began rounding-up
and detaining many hundreds of immigrants
in Southern California, dozens of them in
Irvine. Almost all of these people were from
Iran, Iraq, or other Mideast countries. And, of
course, most or all of them had done nothing
wrong. While [ wrote letters to then-Attorney
General John Asheroft, | got no response. But
I think my letters, and some phone calls, may
have helped get a number of lawful immigrants
released sooner rather than later, so they could
return to their families.

ncontrolled growth and development is making

Irvine’s traffic emergency worse each and every
day. And things will be getting a lot worse because of
what the Irvine Planning Commission did in February.
Planning Commissioners gave rubber-stamp approval
to [100 new houses and condomininms that will soon
be built in the City’s northern and eastern villages,
Orchard Hills and Portola Springs. Sadly, the Planning
Commission failed to require or even recommend new
growth-contral measures to slow the developments and
reduce their traffic-inducing impacts.

Just look at our GrowthWatch and TrafficWatch
chart, which monitors the surge in traffic congestion,
according to a 1-2-3-4 formula.

This 1-2-3-4 formula means that as they are built
and occupied over the next few years, the 1100 single-
family and condominium units approved for Orchard
Hills and Portola Springs will bring 2200 additional
cars, 3300 additional people, and 4400 additional daily
rush-hour automobile trips in [rvine.

-LA

GrowthWatch & TrafficWatch
It’s as simple as 1-2-3-4.

When Irvine residents say that they feel that traffic in Irvine is getting worse
every day, they are right — it is! It's as simple — and as scary —as 1-2-3-4.
On average, with every 1 housing unit that is built and occupied in Irvine,
there are 2 cars, 3 people, and 4 daily rush-hour automobile trips.

13 - 2% - i - 4@

Huuslng Unit Cars People Daily Rush-Hour Trips

Over the next several years, as residents begin to occupy the 1100 newly
built houses and condominiums approved for Orchard Hills and
Portola Springs, they will generate the following impacts:

100505 2200583 3300 R 4400 B 5

Hnuslng Units Cars People ﬂaﬂf Rush- Huur Trips

*Larry Agran is a former Irvine City Councilmember. He served as Mayor of Irvine for six years in the 1980s and again, from 2000-2004,
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THANK You To THESE OUTSTANDING BUSINESSES...
WHERE You CanN Pick Up IRVINE CommuNITY NEWS & VIEWS

ALTON SQUARE HOAG MEDICAL GROUP QUAIL HILL SHOPPING CENTER
Alton & JefTrey 4870 Barranca Pkwy, Irvine Sand Canyon
= Chronic Tacos = Donut Star = Ralphs  * Physical Therapy, Suite 340 * Albertsons = Starbucks
+ Mario®s Shoe Repair = Juice it Up e — * Johnny's Heal N.Y. Pizza
= Sunny Fresh Cleaners IRVINE AUTO CENTER » Natraj's Tandoori - Indian Food

« Norm Reeves Honda * Chill Pistachios Frozen Treats

AMTRAK TRAIN STATION
SAND CANYON PLAZA

Barranca Pkwy & Ada. IRVINE BUSINESS COMPLEX

+« Amtrak Train Station/Entrance « Astoria at Central Park West Sand Canyon & Irvine Center Dr.
* Irvine Bicycles = Starbucks

e =T El Torito = EvoFit LSA :
AUTO CARE CENTER  FastFrame.- Invine s Grinboree.. Infne | * @8k Creek Pet Hospltal

Irvine Center Dr. & Hubble » Toseana Luxury Apartments * Sand Canyon Barber
+ Auto Craft = Big O Tires = T 7
» Car Tech * Irvine Auto Repair IRVINE VILLAGE CENTER STONECREEK PLAZA

Barranca in Woodbridge

* Las Fajitas Grill

« Jiffy Lube * The Swedish Mechanic Jeffrev & Irvine Center Dr.

== AT ¢ The Mail Bar « Heaven Spa & Salon 2
CAMPUS PLAZA » Ervine Valley Animal Hospital Stoncereck Barbers
Campus & California * Thai Spice REr T ETy e
AT o Ol e P UNIVERSITY PARK CENTER
* Hen House Grill = Vitality Bowls NORTHPARK PLAZA Culver & Michelson

SHOPPING CENTER « Ameci Pizza & Pasta

« Java Bakery Café

* Mag's Donuts & Bakery

* Tacos & Co. » The Shoe Clinic

CROSSROADS

- Culver & Irvine Blvd.
Culver & Barranca » Champagne French Bakery Cafe
* Paradise Bowls « Flovd’s Barbershop
OAK CREEK SHOPPING CENTER

UNIVERSITY TOWN CENTER

CULVER PLAZA SHOPPING

CENTER Dichue® Eﬂﬁ:g ;-'h,[lnn Campus Dr.
7 : R b A A L * California Gogi - K Grill
Culver & Irvine Center Drive * Gelson's = Jack’s Surfboards . E:re::!“ 7 Rayf]"lmm:e':':w York Style
¢ AITho Darboque / Kotean BBQ =+ Tip per Crust Pizza  Yushoken - Izakaya & Ramen
* Postal Annex * The Car Spa » Maizuru Sushi Bar - J: Restaurant g
» Mustard Cafe THE VILLAGE AT IRVINE

CYPRESSVILLAGE SHOFPING Euymysgysomg e SPECTRUM CENTER

Prism & Spectrum

Jeffrey & Trabuco OLD MYFORD ROAD &
> ke = « Starbucks = Village Market
* Albertsons = Al Amir = Honey Pig IRVINE BLVD. "~
* Da Luau Hawalian Grill * Katie Wheeler Library WALNUT VILLAGE CENTER

Culver & Walnut

DIAMOND JAMBOREE ‘N IRVINE
ULULONNIL CINE « Curvestlenny Craig

Alton & Jamboree Sand Canyen & 5 Fwy « Starbucks Coffee
¢ Lower Level - Food Court Seating * Knowlwood » Denny’s * Subway » Yes Cleaners
* Square Room Escape = Tokyo Table

ORCHARD HILLS VILLAGE CENTER WESTPARK PLAZA

HARVARD & MICHELSON

Culver & Portola Alton & Culver
* Irvine Lanes » Creen Cleuners = Albertsons = Dickey's Barbeque Pit
T . * Peet’s Coffee & Tea + Starbucks Coffec
HARVARD PLACE R Eoonis e reiera Marknt
Harvard & Main 2 OSBORN 5T. : =
+ Einstein Brothers Bagels « Fresh Brothers East Yale Loop & Barranca W (]‘{.‘JDE“"‘J{:!‘,‘J EDICAL
» Jamba Juice = Poget Donuts « Dr. John Pasko, DDS CENTER
= h_ﬂ“e Optometry - Dr. RuthTang, OD. Dr. Ghatnekar, DDS Barranca & Woodbridge Square
* Nutrishop/Sports Nutrition » Woodbridge Walk-In Urgent Care
* Honevmee Ice Cream Ralphs PARK PLACE
* Ruble’s * Tege's, Great Sandwiches Michelson & Jamboree WOODBRIDGE VILLAGE
HERITAGE PARK « Social Dry Lounge « Starbucks CENTER
Walnut & Yale * Xpress Mailboxes Barranca & Creek
+ Heritage Park Regional Library P —— * Champagne French Bakery Café
e % 2 PARKVIEW CENTER « Irvine Car Wash

HERITAGE PLAZA University & Michelson

Culver & Walnut * AIM Mail Centers - PostalAnnex WOODBURY TOWN CENTER
« Calfé Bene » CISPEII Restaurant * Dir. Sarlitt, Dr. Vo - OPWHWI ry Sand Canvon & Irvine Blvd.
+ Super Irvine International Market  * Maxwell’s Salon of London * GNC » NIKO NIKO Sushi
* Ralphs * Pho-Tasia * Ralphs * Rock n* Road Cyelery

Subscribe to /CNV for FREE at: * Follow Us on Facebook at:
IrvineCommunityNews.org Facebook.com/IrvineCommunityNews

The Coupon Connection

’ﬁuCraclf:ed

service
REPAIR & TRADE-IN

Jason Tu
(949) 347-5086
Jason.Tu@iTechs.com

OFF | % K8 moronm

YOUR NEXT

SCREEM REPAIR 71 4 641 6670 -IU% UFF
R . . 1st Time Service
(oSNl Tswindows1@gmail.com | FREE ESTIMATES

www.iCracked.com

PRIVATE GUITAR LESSONS
Classical « Jazz « Electric Rock
SPRING SPECIAL
$45 per lesson with 10 aweek contract
Dr. Payam Larijani
President - Orange County Guitar Circle
Doctorate in Music Arts/Claremont University

Master's in Commercial Music/CSULA
Bachelor of Arts/UCLA

Lessons at your home or mine.
(Mear 1-405 8 Culver Dr.)

310.435.1705
payamlarijani@alumni.ucla.edu

New :Ltstomers- \
MEREDITH ESIXISisTi,
~ firstorder! =
- (Minimum £300 order)

* Flier design
* Logo design
* Typography
* Brochure design
* Yard sign design

* Invitation design
714.402.2327 * Direct mail design

ocliving@socal.rr.com * Corporate D packages

lem¥o01s

#BLUEBQE{] ||C Eﬂﬂ Grﬂﬁﬂ Sinnﬂ 1997 StockwellByDesign.com * Mewspaper & Magazine Ads

AB Cleaning Services Put your coupon

* House/Office/Window Cleaning /* License # 675961
* Home Organization - \

Tomas Pavlik, Owner

949-247-1303
tomaspavlik'}?@gmail,h
www.ab-cleaning.net

Residential and Commercial

HERE

Contact Kerrie

kerrie@irvinecommunitynews.org

Let us help you spread the word about your business throughout Irvine!

Call or email Kerrie Mahan, Advertising Coordinator * 949-725-2950 * Kerrie@irvinecommunitynews.org
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Thinking Of Selling Your Irvine

Home? Read This First:

FREE CONSUMER GUIDE
NO OBLIGATION « MAILED TO YOUR HOME FREE

This Consumer Awareness Guide Reveals:

~ The 12 most important questions to ask when selecting an agent...

~ The secret as to WHY homes sell (NOTE: Most agents don’t want you to know this.)
~ When is the right time to downsize...

~ Staging strategies that attract buyers, sell homes quicker and generate top dollar for the owners...
~ 4 steps to getting your home sold...

Call this Free Recorded Message to request your copy:

800-504-4237 ID#1100

Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. You will not speak to anyone.

» OFFSET PRINTING « DIGITAL PRINTING « FULFILLMENT SERVICES «
+ MAILING SERVICES - PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS «

Photos by: Angelo Vassos. lrvine's southern open space preserve includes
Quail Hilt, and the hillsides and canyons surrounding Turtle Rock village.

This year, following drought-ending rains, Irvine’s Open Space Preserve
has taken on a vivid green hue not seen for a long time. “Spectacular!™
That's how one Irvine resident, out hiking with her family, described the
hills, canyons and vistas that are part of Irvine’s 10,000-acre natural
open space and wilderness preserve.

People often ask, “With all the growth and development in Irvine,
how is it possible that Irvine has managed to retain so many acres
of natural open space and wilderness areas free of developmeni?”

Well, it didn’t happen by accident! During the 1970s and 1980s, there
was a 10-year struggle waged by Irvine citizens to “Save Open Space
in Irvine,” a movement known as “30S-Irvine.” Led by then-Mayor
Larry Agran, along with Councilmembers Ray Catalano, Ed Dornan,
Cameron Cosgrove, Paula Werner and Mary Ann Gaido, an Open Space
Preservation Agreement was negotiated with The Irvine Company to
save Irvine’s most valuable open space and wilderness areas. To ensure
that the Open Space Plan would remain forever intact, Agran insisted
that the Plan, including maps, be put on the ballot in 1988 for approval
by the people of Irvine. More than 80 percent of Irvine voters said YES,
effectively rendering the Open Space Preservation Agreement and Plan
“tamper-proof” by future City Councils.
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' March/April 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
i - 2 H 4]
Irvine Museum | “Along El Camino Real” H i 3 g 4 4
— Bunco al the Planning Commission Meeling. Lego Block Party. Happy Birlthday Dr. Seuss!
e Rancho Senlor Cenler. Irvine City Hall. 5:30pm. University Park Library. University Park Library. 2pm.
First Wednesdays. Info: 949-724-6233 Free. 3:30-4:30pm. Info: 949-T86-4001
12:30-3pm. $5. Info: 949-786-4001
Info: 948-724-6800
Alexander Harmer (1856-1925)  William Wendt (1865-1946) William Wendt (:865-1046) e -'f_:;_.u;:
“Chinafown, Los Angeles,” 1886 “A Clear Day” “An Echo of the Past” Y 3
-
Sessionsat I Jumm— - o
. . Certifled Farmers Markel. | Open Dance Studio. Bingo al the Lakeview Dig In! Wee Wonder Walks. Senlor Striders. Walk three Seasoned Chefs Cullnary
the Irvine Fine 0C Great Park, Trabuco Senlor Center. Senlor Center. Native Seed Fam. Bommer Canyon. Perfect for miles along the Jeffrey Open Workshop. OC Great Park Farm +
Rain or shine. 10am-2pm. Couples and Singles Tuesdays. $8. Buy-In Free. Reglstration Required. klds ages 2-6, this 1/2 mile hike Space Trall. Meet at Trabuco Food Lab. Free. 10-11am.
_Arts Center Info: 866-829-3829 Weicome. Regstration 12:30pm. 1-3pm. 9-12:30 pm. Includes a fun craft at the end. Senlor Center. Registration Info: 866-829-3829
Required. 3-5 pm. Info: LetsGoOutside.org 10-11am. Info: LetsGoCutside.org | required. Tuesdays and Fridays. =y

Info: 949-724-7300

Into: 949-724-6900

PN ey
R

8:30-9:30am. Inlo: 949-724-7300

18]

Adoptable Pet of the Month

Each issue we feature
one “adoptable” pet|
from the Irvine Animal |
Care Center. ;
The Irvine Animal
Care Center (IACC) |-
is a progressive and
innovative municipal
animal shelter that f¢
continually strives to [ j

strengthen the human-animal bond and improve the
welfare of animals by promoting their humane care
and treatment. The Center's 3.79 acre, park-like
facilitycares forthousands of homeless, neglected and
abused animals every year. All animals in their care
receive  veterinary care, high-quality food,
soft bedding and daily socialization.

“Sasha” is a spayed female, black Labrador Retriever.
She is about 5 years old.

For more information about Sasha and other

adoptable pets, or the IACC call 949-724-7740
or email info@irvineshelter.org

) )
Tal Chi In the Canyon. City Councll Meeting. Pajama Storylime. Pajama Homework Help. | st Patrick's Day Luncheon. AU for the Separation '
Black Star Canyon, Irving City Hall. Cox Gabla Storytime. University Park Katle Wheeler Library. 3:30pm. Lakeview Senlor Center. of Church and State.
Free. Reqgistration Required. | Channel 30. 4pm. Library. Stories, songs and E 11:30-12:30pm. Flim screening of Hata com.
o-t1am. s actiites for the whole familyl | ™0 7148698753 wban x IRWD Communtty Room.
Into: mnumnm B:S'I.'I:m. Info; 949-786-4001 “ a 1:45pm. Info: Mﬂm
B L N E — ] Wilderness Access Day.
Certifled Farmers Markel. f o .-I ! LAl Bummarﬂam r
OC Great Park. P Free. Registration
Raln or shine. 10am-2pm. lﬂ' ., Required. 8am-2pm.
Info: 866-829-3829 ' Info: LetsGoOutside.org
B "} "B ?
Certified Farmers Markel. | Homework Help. International Discussion Storytime In The Garden. Chess Club. Flow Yoga. Orchard Hills. Read 10 a Dog. University Park
OC Great Park. University Park Library. Group. Rancho Senlor OC Great Park Farm + University Park Library. 4-5pm. Free. Registration Required. Library. Children 12 and under
| Raln or shine. 10am-2pm. 4-5:30pm. Center. Participate in Food Lab. 9-9:45am. Info: 949-786-4001 12:30-1:30pm. are Invited to read to licansed
Info: 866-829-3829 Info: 949-786-4001 thought- provoking Info: 866-829-3829 Info: LetsGoOutside.org therapy dogs! 11am-12pm.
5 conversations about current Info: 714-669-8753
national and International e —
topics. 9:30am. Third =
Tuesdays. AP t\
Info: Bob Meyers
049-786-2097 ;

Certifled Farmers Market,
OC Great Park.

Rain or shine. 10am-2pm.
Info: 866-5829-3820

Homewaork Help.
Heritage Park Library.
4:30pm.

Info: 949-936-4040

8 For further information on City of Irvine events go to: cityoflirvine.org or call 949-724-6606. Q!)

Clly Councll Meating.
Irvine City Hall. Cox Cable
Channel 30. 4pm.

Info: 849-742-6205

Medltative Yoga
and Meadow
Walk. Bommer
Reqgistration
Required.
9:30-11 am.
Into: _—
LetsGoOutside.org

®

Live Music al Eureka!

4143 Campus Drive. Each Thursday
night, Eureka! features Live Music
at thelr University Town Genter
location! 8pm. Info: 849-596-8881

Movie Malinee. Lakeview Senlor
Center. Fridays at 12:15pm.
Info: 848-724-6900

APRIL

Aprll Fools' Day.

Creat Park Balloon Ride
opon Thurs.-Sun., weather permitiieg. g
Call (366) §19-3829.

Quail Hill Community Center
Open House and Dedication

The Quail Hill * IR |™
Community Center g Agusi & Dedich i
will officially open to Qail Hill Eommunity Center
the public during a [
dedication ceremony -
March 4th. Take a

Saturday, March 4

self-guided tour or check out the exhibit of the City of

Irvine 45th Anniversary Photo Contest entries. The

community center is located at Quail Hill Community

Park, a
w

d. features spaces for art, dance, fitness and
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CALL FOR YOUR FREE COPY
OF HER LATEST BOOKLET:

“10 Biggest Mistakes to Avoid”
When You're Getting Ready to Sell Your Home

Call for your FREE Seller Guide
SAVE yourself time, aggravation and money!

714-833-4746 » Jaci@JaciWoods.com
www.jaciwoods.com * CalBRE #01261744

FREE SELLER GUIDE

Jaci bought her first home in Irvine in 1971-
Fast forward to 2017:
She shares what she’s learned as a home-
owner/buyer/seller and from her experience
as a real estate broker of almost 20 years.

jm%’ Wpods

REALTOR® | Broker, CRS, GRI, ABR®, SRES®
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CUSTOM WINDOW
COVERINGS

CUSTOM MADE
PIANTATION SHUTTERS

v Superior Quality
v Non-Toxic

v Water Resistant
v Flame Retardant

v Life-Time
Transferable Warranty
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Specialty shapes are our specialty!

MAN ANY

Installed within

2 weeks of order

ICNV readers take

35% OFF

any order!

{Mention this ad to redeem)

800.984.2294

www.03shutters.com

Manufactured by O3
in North Hollywood

No Cracking, Chipping,
Peeling, Warping
or Yellowing

Free In-Home Design
Consultation

FREE In-Home Design Consultation
with Cheryl —

03 Designer
and Irvine resident

Part 2 of a 2-Part Series

Taking Steps To Meet
The Teacher Shortage

Last month, we took a close look at the teacher
shortage that threatens our public schools here in
Irvine and throughout California. This time, let’s
look at solutions to the teacher shortage — or at
least the first steps we should be taking.

Obviously, we have to make a serious commitment to the
recruitment — and refention — of a new generation of teachers.
Recruiting is one thing; keeping new teachers from quitting and
fleeing the profession is somexhing very different. How do we do that?

When I started my teaching career
in a parochial school, 1 was told,
“¥ou’ll be overworked and underpaid,
and you’ll love every minute of it
Alas, that was true — for a while.
Then, I decided: “I love this, but if I'm
going to work this hard, somebody is
going to have to pay me to do it Today, financial burdens on
young teachers have increased tremendously. They need salaries
and benefits commensurate with thelr advanced education,

Improved compensation for new teachers is part of the solution
to the teacher shortage. But, perhaps even more important is
overcoming the disillusionment that drives away some of our most
promising young teachers.

So, how do we keep new teachers in the profession? Respect
will go a long way. It's time to replace partisan political teacher-
bashing with a healthy dose of respect for our teachers...and trust
in what they do. This means allowing teachers to be creative again.
It means replacing top-down decision making with increased teacher
involvement in decisions, and allocating ample time for planning, It
also means replacing high-stakes, standardized testing with teacher-
based evaluation of student progress. And it means allocating
resources for staff development, and for mentors and instructional
assistants to provide classroom support for new teachers.

In California and across the country, billions of dollars are spent
every year to replace promising career educators who leave the
profession. Let’s find the ways to re-direct those billions of dollars to
teacher support so that our newly trained, enthusiastic teachers want
to stay in their profession of first choice.

ScnoolWarcn
B e el e il

*Carolyn Inmon is a retired Irvine teacher, She has taught at virtually
every grade level, from K - 12, as well as community college. Carolyn
welcomes comments and ideas at: Carolyn@IrvineCommunityNews.org

Immigrants

“A people that values its privileges

above its principles soon loses both.”
— Dwicur D Esesnowen

The United States of America is a nation of
immigrants. There are vast numbers of refugees in
this world desperately seeking a safe haven. We should
be mindful that, for so many of us, the rights and
privileges we enjoy are largely due to the fact that this great nation
permitted our forebears to enter this country. We should not be pulling up
the ladder simply because we have already found our safe haven.

WornsWarcn
by Harris E Kershnar®

*Harris E. Kershnar is a local attorney, specializing in Emplayment Law. He has
fived in Irvine for over 30 years, and curvently resides in Woodbridge,

Super Bowl Afterglow

Last month, | was one of the 113 million Americans
tuned in to watch what may have been the greatest
Super Bowl ever. Tom Brady led the New England
Patriots back from a 25-point deficit to defeat the
Atlanta Falcons in overtime, 34-28, winning the 51st
Super Bowl. Wow! What a thrill for football fans!

In a previous SportsWatch article, 1 wrote about
the new NFL team in Southern California — the Los
Angeles Rams — and their 2016 training camp at UCL In recent weeks, we
learned that another NFL team — the San Diego Chargers — is relocating
to the Los Angeles area for the start of the 2017
season. This is going to be a feast for Southern
California pro-football fans.

Here in Irvine, for aspiring young football
players, there is growing interest in flag football.
In fact, there are a couple of vouth flag-football
leagues. 1'd recommend the Matt Leinart Flag Football Irvine League,
organized by NFL quarterback and former USC star, Matt Leinart.
For more informatlnm Zo to: WWW, mlﬂaglrvilm CON.

SrortsWartcn
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*Joel Smith is ahamegrowﬂ Irvine athlete and C Mmm‘m University graduate
who excelled in soccer, and now coaches in Irvine.

A Book Group for You

Have you ever wanted to be part of a book group...
but you weren’t sure if you wanted to make the
commitment? If so, this might be the answer for you.

The beautiful Newport Beach Public Library
hosts a monthly book group meeting — and you
are welcome to attend, even If you haven 't read the
beok! The Library is located just a few miles away.

CrrrvneCorNer
ig.-,l-hn.&n Faszas®

Here are the upcoming books — and the dates of the group meetings:

* March 8 — The Portable Veblen by Elizabeth McKenzie. This is a
book about love and family, war and nature, new money and old money.
It will give you insight into the way we live now.

* April 12 — The Twelve Tribes
of Haitie by Ayana Mathis.
The adventure begins in 1923
when 15-year-old Hattie flees
Georgia and settles in Phila-
delphia hoping for a better
chance at life. Follow her as
she proceeds on that search.

* May 10 — Shelter by Jung
Yun. Kyung Cho is a young
father burdened by a house and lifestyle he cannot afford. Follow
Cho and his family as they live through trying times, and see how the
Cho family discovers hope.

* June 14 — Spill Simmer Falter Wither by Sara Baume. The story
takes place over four seasons as a misfit of a man adopts a misfit dog!
This novel takes us to places we would never experience, yet helps us
with our understanding of the world and ourselves.

All of these books are available at the Mewport Beach Library, and

other public libraries. They are also on the bookshelves of your favorite
local bookstores. Let’s remember to support our local book merchants!

_!.H-ww =

Newport Beach Public Library
1080 Avocado SL in Newport Beach

For more information about the Newport Beach Public Library,
2o to: www.nbplfoundation.org.

*Marilyn Vassos is a retired Irvine teacher and long-rime resident and supporter
af Irvine’s cultural arts.,
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Jake’s iPhone Tips: Hidden Features Revealed

by Jake Jacobs

his is the ninth in a series of articles on how to get the most out of your iPhone. I have been using
iPhones for more than six years and have discovered hundreds of useful features within this
marvelous device. These articles will help you discover the hidden power of your iPhone.

TODAY'STWO TIPS
No. I: Warp Speed Access to Top
of List.

There is an easy way to seroll up
to the top of a long list: tap the time
display at the top of the sereen. It
will scroll to the beginning at Warp
speed. This trick works for Music,
Contacts, Mail, Notes, Safari, and
many other built-in and third party
apps that have lists.

MNo. 2: Picture a Contact.

Attach a photo to any entry
in Contacts. Then, any time a call
is received from that person, their
picture will show up on the screen
while the iPhone is ringing.
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Here's how to attach a picture to a contact:

+ Select the contact and tap Edii at the
upper right corner.

* Tap the add photo circle at the upper left.
* Select Take Photo or Choose Photo.

* Pinch and move to size and center
the photo.

* Tap Done in the upper right comner.

Take their picture. Or use a picture
already in the Photos app, possibly from an
email, text message, Webpage, or Facebook
page.

If you have 31} Touch, press firmly on
any contact picture to open options to phone,
message, or Facetime that person.

Jake Jacobs, a retired electrical
engineer, has worked many
years in the high tech arenas of
Silicon Valley, MIT, and Orange
County, where he co-founded
a medical device company.
He has taught introductory
computer science at Stanford
University. He has created
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TeStForTOXiCS.Org by Harvey H. Liss, Ph.D., P.E., Executive Director

NEEDED: SOME COMMON SENSE ON THE SCHOOL BOARD!
The Portola High School Saga and a New Petition

Suppose you're intent on buying
a brand new house m a new
development. A few weeks before
your escrow closes, you learn that
your soon-to-be next door neighbor,
after reading a story about
contaminated property causing
untold tragedy years later, becomes
suspicious of her own property.

So, she decides to have the
soil in her backyard tested, and
discovers low concentrations of
all sorts of carcinogenic and neu-
rotoxic contaminants. You then do
some research and learn that the
tract was formerly the site of an o1l
refinery that closed down some 50
years earlier.

Would you, as a matter of
common sense, then require that
the soil on your own prospective lot
be similarly tested before escrow
closes, or not? Would you just
believe government authorities
who absurdly claim that since the
contamination was not found on
your own lot (obviously, because it
was never tested) — and the levels
found on your neighbor’s lot were
“low™ anyway, you're “safe?"

To those who have followed the
story of the contaminated Portola
High School site over the past sev-
eral years — hard to believe as 1t
15 — it followed a similar scenario.
The IUSD Board refiised to have the

35-acre terior of the school site
tested for the same carcinogenic
and neurotoxic petrochemicals
discovered along virtually its entire
perimeter. Remember, the Portola
High School site is located on a
former military airbase.

So, confrary to all common
sense, and with absolutely no
urgency to do so, in 2014, the
School Board voted to close
escrow on the site without having
performed any further testing.

Finally, under public pressure,

If you haven't already done so,

m 2016, the State reluctantly
agreed to require some testing of
the school site interior, to placate
the public. Although that testing
was limited to 17 soil-gas test
wells, it revealed that all 17 wells
showed more of the same sort of
contamination.

Amazingly, those results did
not provoke further testing!
Testing was stopped. The Portola
High School opened in August,
2016. Without any supporting
evidence, it was declared “safe.”

please sign the Safe Schools

Petition at: irvinecommunitynews.org/safe-schools-2

and taught iPhone workshops

yourself and save $15). www.cityofirvine.on

mirnuniby -seri
Quail Hill Community Park, 35 Shady Canyon Drive, Irvine 92603,

A SPECIAL NOTE FROM JAKE
| am pleased to announce my Spring workshop — Most Useful iPhone Secrets: Hidden Fealures Every
User Should Know — that I'll be presenting at the new Quail Hill Community Center: Thursdays, 7 - 9 pm
on April 13, 20, 27 and May 4. Price: 340 for Irvine residents for all 4 sessions, plus $15 for the handout (or print it
artmen -activities or call 949-724-6610.

locally for three years. If you
would like more information on
Jake's workshops, check out his
website at JakeAir.weebly.com
for the Spring schedule. Email
Jake at JakeAir@cox.net

In my last column,
enfitled “Now That
Marijuana Use Is Legal
In Califormia™ I focused
on the importance of
monitoring the effects
of this major social experiment, especially
with kids in mind. The article included a
photograph of a teenager smoking a marn-
juana cigarette, WWWwirvinecommunitynews
andviews. org/health-safety-schools-kids/

Many who use marjuana want to avoid
the socially unacceptable aspects of smoking,
so they choose edibles — Gummies,
chocolate clhup cookies, granola, and many
other “look-alike” products are available,

Last year, Colorado gave edibles a “new
look to avoid confusion.” While this may have
an effect on those who can read, do you think
toddlers will be able to tell the difference

between chocolates with marijuana and those
without? View this CBS video. www.chsnews,
fnews/ -glves- 1] -
Like our colleagues 1 Colorado,
pediatricians here in California are begin-
ning to alert parents to the many ways that
their children may be ingesting marijuana.
Maryjuana use has skyrocketed in Colorado.
Dr. Chnistian Thurstone, Professor of Psy-
chiatry at the University of Colorade
School of Medicine, 15 the director of
one of Colorado’s largest youth substance-
abuse treatment clinics. There 15 a surge
of accidental ingestion by toddlers.
WWw tone, / rimarijuana’
Dr. Thurstone notes that any marijuana
use by adolescents is harmful and can
increase the risk of psychosis as young adults.
That nisk is dose-dependent. Changes in

Health & Safety, Schools & Kids by Phyllis Agran, M.D., M.P.H.*

Unintended Consequences of Marijuana Laws

cognifive fiunctionhave alsobeendocumented.
Fifty-eight percent of new users are under 13.

Please submit any comments or
suggestions for future articles to me at:
phyllis@irvinecommunitynews.org.

=Phyllis Agran is a practicing Orange County pediatrician, a Professor at the UC Irvine School of Medicine, and Past President of the Orange
County Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics. Dr. Agran is a recognized national expert in pediatric injury controf and prevention.
She is also a member of the Irvine Unified School District’s Medical Advisory Committee.

Safe-Schools-2 Petition

We, the undersigned, call upon the Irvine School Board and the Irvine City Council to conduct comprehensive,
independent and conscientious testing of the Portola High School site — both site-wide soil-gas testing and
continuous air monitoring inside the buildings — for toxic Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs, such as benzene,
benzene derivatives, and toluene) that have already been found in previous, limited tests on the 40-acre site.

This renewed and expanded testing, along with aggressive remediation efforts, can help ensure that
the Portola High School site is — and always will be — a safe site for teachers, staff, students, and the entire Irvine
community.

[PARTIAL LIST OF SIGNATORIES] A Lee = Aadra Lee = Ahmed Zahran = Albert Lee = Alex Wang = Alfred Newman = Alfredo Perez = Alice
* Alisa Kim = Alysha Gosse * An Tran = Ana M » Ana Tran = Andy Ho = Angie Chang * Ann Chen = Annette Bork = Annette Bork = Annette Buckel
= Annie Liu = Aris Papayoanou = Arthur Strauss, MD = Ashtad Engineer = Avram Grossman = Barbara Siersma = Beatrice Lieberman = Bernadette
Florencio = Bindu Variam = Bo Zhang = Bo Zhao = Brian Toorani * C Lin = Camille Dexter = Charles Kang = Chen He = Chris Campbell = Christina
Johnston = Cindy Davis = Cynthia Bankston = D Evans = Danny Secruggs = Darren Ito = Debbie = Debbie Herring = Debra Richardson = Delia G.
Terry = Diana Casillas = Donna Zazueta » Ed Lamphier « Edith Castaneda Pelletan = Eli Weinkle = Enrique Viloria = Erika Yoshizawa = Emestina
Benson = Fairy Jolini = Farzan = Fay Zheng = Fred = Fritzee Labrador = Gail Lewis = Galina Bukh = Galina Bukh = Gaurang Yodh = Gerald Lee
= Glenda Menges = Grace Lee = Griffin Tamura = Hadeel Ragab = Harvey Liss = Heather Hilario = Henry Chiang = Ina Tzvetanova = Ira Lewis =
Isaias Lopez = Jack Tatham = Jacques Garnier = Jacquie Madenburg » James Lin = Jamie Wilkinson = Jane An = Jason Liu = Jean Anne Turner * Jean
Miller = Jeffrey Ho = Jennifer Assouad = Jennifer Ho = Jessica Sanchez = Jessica Un = Jill Berger = Jing Chen = Joe Sambito = John C = Jon Brownell
» Jonathan Li = Jonny T. = Jorge Meza = Julia Chan = Julie Hosokawa = Jun » Karen = Karen Zfaty » Karrie Seruggs = Kathy Chang = Kelly Harrigan
= Kelvin Xu = Ken McEwan = Kenny Geh = Kevin Lien = Kirsti = Klotilda = Kozue Larson = Krista Barajas = Kyung Park = Larry Agran = Laura
Smith-Black = Laura Thieme = Laurie Crowe = Lawrence O Seidman = Linda Rife = Liza Tilson = Lome Cheeseman = Luana Foueart » Lydia Liu =
Lynn Boutin = Manal Galal = Marcia Spater = Marjorie McIntyre = Mark Mclntyre = Martha C Clay = Melissa Roeder » Mertis Shearry = Michele
Garcia-Jurado = Michelle = Michelle Ng = Minhchau Pham « Minam Khurgel = Mojgan Moghadam = Monica Lee = Monica Trived: = P. Pawley
* Paige Wiseman = Pat Kennedy = Payam Larijani = Phyllis Gilmore = Prathima Venkatesan = Rakesh Bhatia = Reza = Richard Ramirez = Robin
Greenberg = Robin Weirich = Rosemary St. John = Russell Corrie = Ruth Kim = Sally = Sam Pawley = Samantha Meza = Sandhya Nair = Sasha Wu
* Scarlett Teats « Shanene Vaca » Shelley Harriger = Sherry Mao = Sophia = Steven Harlow * Steven Newman = Sudha Ati = Sumera Igbal = Susan
Bematowicz = Susan Momissey = Susan Sayre = Susie Rausavljevich = T. K. McCranie = Thao Pham = Tom L Casey = Tracie Jimenez = Veronica
Tamura » Waki Taki = Yoon Kim » Yun-I Lin
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OPEN FORT]M ol i WPEECH FOREVER!

Irvine Voices and

Civic Action

Last month’s front-page story — “Trump
Agenda Threatens to Hurt Thousands In Irvine”
— focused on the specific effects that President

T “_h Trump’s proposed federal policies would have
Publisher on Irvine residents. The article itself and the

accompanying Irvine Community Poll elicited
a strong response among our readers.
Here (below) is the Irvine Community Poll question we posed:
the results of the poll; and a representative sampling of the letters
and comments we’ve received. - FIL

What Do YOU Think?

In the past, the Mayor and City Councilmembers
in Irvine have spoken out when federal policies
threaten harm to Irvine residents and workers.

Should the Mayor and City Council speak out on
issues of health care, women’s health,

and federal immigration and deportation policies

that threaten rights or benefits of Irvine citizens?

You can still take our Poll at:

IrvineCommunityNews. org/Take-Our-Poll
T

IRVINE COMMUNITY POLL (Feb.)

Taking the Pulse of the Irvine Community
68%

Should the Mayor and

City Council speak out

on issues of health care,

women's health, and

federal immigration

and deportation policies 399/,

that threaten rights

or benefits of Irvine

citizens?

Yes No

Comments, Notes and Letters

B The Mayor and City Council should weigh-in when the Trump
agenda adversely affects our community.

—Ammar Pasha

B The Irvine City Council should invite the members of Congress
whose districts include Irvine to appear at certain Council meetings to
explain how federal policies will affect the cities in their constituencies.

—Michael s

B | just read that Obamacare includes a rule requiring chain
restaurants, movie theaters, etc. to list calories on menus. [ have changed
my eating habits when [ eat out because of this rule. If Obamacare is
repealed like Trump and the Republicans want, it will be a step backward.
We need to know what is in the food we are eating so we can make
informed decisions affecting our health.

—Crail Lewis

B One responsibility of elected community officials is to provide
leadership. It is their responsibility to speak out in the interest of their
constituents. | depend on their representation and advocacy.

—Caroelyn Monfore

B | am an independent without political affiliation, and do not
understand why so many “experts” are racing out ahead of the new
Trump administration, speculating on what is going to happen. Why
can’t we give the new team a chance before we comment or judge.

—Norman Stout

B Sad, very sad: the inhumanity of this President; un-American
in the most fundamental way.

—Phyllis J. Lutjeans

B Whenever a significant number of residents here in Irvine have
their rights threatened, our elected officials should speak up on their
behalf. 1 certainly think that our Mayor and City Council should keep an
open dialogue with their constituents to find out what they think and feel,
and to respond in ways that will have positive effects for all the citizens
of Irvine.

—Kathy Calkins

W Yes, speak up for our community.

—Lynn Beutin

B Get over it. Hillary would have been just as bad, but she wouldn’t
have been as open as Trump about it. Local officials should keep the
focus at home, and instead figure out how to halt over-development and
overcrowding in Irvine.

—Michelle Nagy

B Stand up and defend American values. Stand up and defend
equality, civil rights, and all the rights given by the Constitution. This
is the land of the free and the home of the brave. This is the land of the
American Dream and pursuit of happiness.

—Ramy Shalaby

B Our Mayor and Council should hold a meeting, and then speak up
for the people, as they are supposed to do.
—Wendy Lisko
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B [i's no surprise that some of our Irvine
elected officials have not responded to Donald
Trump’s atrocities. [ participated in the Women's
March; and 1 support Planned Parenthood,
immigration rights, and LGBT rights. Our
clected officials in Irvine should contact Donald
Trump to tell him how his policies, actions and
Cabinet appointees are making America poor,
divisive, and sick.

—Martha Clay

W Stop scaring the people. Trump is great.
He is doing what should have been done years
ago. He is not a ditz. He is a man who speaks
his mind — that is why he is so successful.

—Sharan [ne last namef

B The Governor is doing much more to
harm this State than President Trump by NOT
putting the needs of California citizens ahead
of immigrants (legal and illegal). This is our
true problem — we need new leadership in
Sacramento.

— Char Smith

B | find it hypocritical that the same people
who are rabidly anti-growth are at the same time
against cutting down on illegal immigration,
cutting HIB visas that favor foreigners over
U.S. citizens, and limiting immigration from
cultures and countries that don’t share our
values. It is because of unchecked immigration
that we must build, build and build even more.

—Mitch Belair

B Federal policies should reflect the views
of local governments and local representatives.
The current President should remember that it
is his privilege to represent all citizens of the
United States regardless of race, religion or
creed. Mot just his rich friends.

—JSames Way

B Yes, the Mayor and City Council should
speak out on issues that threaten the rights of
Irvine citizens.

—Wai Chin

B How can our local elected officials NOT
speak out on issues and policies that affect the
health and welfare of all our citizens?

—Pat Kennedy

B Since the policies and agenda being put
forth by our nation’s current administration
singleoutand threaten groups of Irvine residents,
we must speak out against such bigotry and
potential social and economic harm.

—Marleen Gillespie

B Not only will Irvine be impacted by the
President’s executive orders, but almost all cities
in California. Our Mayor and Councilmembers
have a duty to stand up for their citizenry.

—Suzanne Seidel

B [ think the City Council of Irvine
should write letters to President Trump and to
Congresswoman Mimi Walters, and  Senators
Dianne Feinstein and Kamala Harris, stating
opposition to repealing the Affordable Care Act;
opposition to de-funding Planned Parenthood
and women’s health programs; and opposition
to the President’s immigration and deportation
policies. [ further believe
that this entire issue of City
Council  communications
and advocacy  should
be placed on the City
Council agenda and fully
discussed in the public
forum. This way the B
public can get to know J
the positions of the Mayor
and Councilmembers.

—Susan Sayre

B Trump is a wvulgar bully; a petulant
child, and an embarrassment to this country.
Our Councilmembers should go on record
as opposing his hateful policies. Irvine has a
reputation as a welcoming, family-oriented
community. That reputation will be destroyed
if Irvine is governed by people who believe and
act as Trump does.

—Al Nault

B EVERY governmental agency in
California, regardless of how small, should
REJECT the Trump agenda. We are better
citizens than those who coronated the
completely unqualified developer as celebrity-
in-chief. One would hope that our City Council
would rise above their petty personal political
views and act in the best interests of Irvine
citizens. All politics is local.

—T.R. Black

B Yes, the Mayor and City Council should
speak out on policies that threaten the rights and
benefits of Irvine citizens. Everyone should
be speaking out. We all need to protect our
Democracy and our citizens.

—Lucinda Wright

B Your front-page article [Trump Agenda
Threatens to Hurt Thousands in Irvine] is very
misleading. Articles like this are why people
are getting so worried and fearful.

—Ken MeEwan

B Free speech is a right of every American!
It is not only our right but our responsibility to
speak out against policies that are diseriminatory
or can forever damage our values as Americans
and our rights as citizens. Our representatives
must speak for us!

—Sheila Rafat
B Stop getting involved in Trump-bashing,
—Julie Vollmer

B It’s so sad to see you are on the Trump-
bashing train. Stop harbering illegals!! Irvine
used to be the safest city in the US., but no
more.

—Jane Donovan

B Its way too carly say whether or
not President Trump will be successful in
representing the people of the United States of
America. Giving him a chance would be wiser
than protesting. Protesting is NOT an answer.
Patience is golden. Let’s wait and see what
Trump does.

—R.E Lee

Note: Irvine resident Tessa Kershnar wrote lo
frvine’s U.S. Rep. Mimi Walters as follows:

Dear Congresswoman Walters:

I've had 37 safe years in this wonderful
country. America hated South Africa when
my family came here. Initially visitors, we
later converted to Green Card status and
finally we became American citizens. We
have contributed intellectually, socially, and
perhaps in this dark time, morally to American
society.

| was so shaken by President Trump's
immigration order, that my husband and
| went with flowers to the local Mosque on
Saturday night to voice our solidarity and
outrage at what is happening. We attended
a synagogue meeting about the hatred that is
flooding social media, aimed at the Muslim
and Jewish communities.

President Trump has given permission
for the “dark side” of America to speak
out. Anyone who is “different” can be cast
in the role of "enemy.” That “playbook” is
historically familiar and horrifying.

This amazing country is a Democracy.
This 1S the wonder of America — we can
speak out against hate crimes, laws we
disagree with, and discrimination. We have
Freedom of Speech. We must exercise that
freedom. As my Representative in Congress,
| expect you to be my voice for a humane and
just America.

With hope,
DT

Tessa Kershnar

Letters to the editor are welcome. Please include your name and ZIP code. Letters for publication must be addressed to Editor,
4199 Campus Drive, Suite 550, Irvine, CA 92612 or email Editor@IrvineCommunityNews.org.

Letters may be edited for publication. Unpublished letters will not be acknowledged or returned.
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An important message from Irvine Community News & Views,

your trusted source for news for and about Irvine . . .

Save a tree and become a digital subscriber, NOW!

Enjoy ALL the great content that /rvine Community News & Views has to offer!

We’ve revamped our website, expanded
our coverage of local news and events,
and introduced frequent “breaking news”

articles. And soon, we expect to add more

sources of content — for up-to-the-minute

reports, interviews, and commentary!

But all of these new features are available
only for those who read and enjoy the
online “hi-tech” version of ICNV for FREE.

Visit and subscribe to /CNV for FREE at

IrvineCommunityNews.org

‘ Follow Us on Facebook at:
~Facebook.com/IrvineCommunityNews
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