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The Veterans Cemetery
Story Continues...

>> Our Irvine Community News & Fiews

coverage of the Veterans Cemetery continues.
Whether the approved plans to build the Veterans
Memorial Park and Cemetery in the Great Park
are honored by the City Council — or not —
15 of immense 1mportance not just to Orange
County veterans and their families, but to all
Irvine residents as well We have news stories
and analysis on pages 1-3. And we hear from
residents and veterans themselves in our Open
Forum section, pages 10-11.

~ Also, be sure to take a look at our back page,
page 12, that includes an appeal encouraging
Irvine residents to sign an online petition, calling
upon the City Council to follow through on the
Great Park Veterans Cemetery project.

>> [ want to express ICNV'’s recogmition and

gratitude to Councilmembers Jeff Lalloway and
Lynn Schott for their leadership — remaining
steadfast in their support for the Veterans
Cemetery in the Great Park, which has been
planned and approved for years..and where it
belongs. Now, let’s get it bult and operational!

>>> Onpage 9, Dr. Harvey Liss, an investigative

journalist and Science & Technology Editor with
ICNV, mtroduces an important series on the
global Climate Crisis — and what role Irvine
and other municipalities can play in meeting
this challenge.

As always, thank you for your continuing
readership!

%A’& J!.w%

Framnklin J. Lunding, Publisher and Editor

Facehook.com/IrvineCommunityNews

f Follow Us on Facebook at:

Five-Point “Land-Swap” Attacked
as Developer “Land-Grab”

JEFFREY LALLOWAY

CHRISTINA L. SHEA -
] COUNCILMEMBER i .

Councilmember Jeff Lalloway, who continues to lead the effort to establish the Veterans
Cemetery in the Great Park, argues against the FivePoint “land-swap” proposal,
championed by Councilmember Christina Shea.

The developer “land-swap” proposal to Kkill the previously approved plan
for a Veterans Cemetery in the Great Park is running into a buzz-saw
of questions and criticism from City staff and from Irvine residents.

At its tumultuous April 4th meeting, which
focused on the next steps in implementing
the planned Veterans Cemetery in the Great
Park, a divided City Council directed the
City planning staff to elicit information about
an “alternative” plan pushed by developer
FivePoint Communities.

Championed since 2016 by Councilmember
Christina Shea, the FivePoint plan has been a
vague proposal to move the 125-acre Veterans
Memorial Park and Cemetery out of the Great
Park, locating it instead a couple of muiles
away on FivePoint-owned property near the
Irvine Train Station and the convergence of
the I-5 and I-405 Freeways, known as the El
Toro “Y.” FivePoint would take ownership
of the 125-acre Veterans Cemetery site in the
Great Park, with land-development rights for
massive commercial and office construction,
and possibly more than 1,000 houses as well.

At its May 23rd meeting, the City Council was
to receive a staff report, including answers to
dozens of specific questions that the City Staff
had posed to FivePoint officials. FivePoint

produced no response until just hours before
the Council meeting. And what was produced
seemed to raise many more questions about
the land-swap.

Just hours prior to meeting, one long-time
City official who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said: “So far, this looks like a
FivePont land-grab. FivePoint wants to do
their so-called land-swap right away. They
want to grab 125 acres of the Great Park
previously designated by the City and the
State for the Veterans Cemetery, so they can
quickly sell it off for commercial development,
and possibly residential development on top
of that.” The official then asked, “How in
the world does that advance the prospects
for getting a Veterans Cemetery built and
operational in the next two years?”

At the meeting itself, Irvine resident Alan
Meyerson gave public testimony, noting that
the net effect of the FivePoint land-swap
proposal would be for the City to lose the
Veterans Cemetery in the Great Park, while

—» continued on page 2 —»
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FivePoint would make a quick profit of $250 million on
the land transaction. Others have estimated the value
of the City-owned 125-acre Great Park site to be $500
million or more. There has been no official appraisal
of the property.

Councilmember Jeff Lalloway was quick to point
out that while FivePoint had belatedly responded to
some questions about the land-swap, there has been no
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analysis about what it will mean for the City to give up

Orange County | | -

125 acres of the Great Park to build more than 800,000

i Y M R = square feet of office and commercial development,

Great Park i, . | generating nearly 10,000 additional daily automobile

X S e e | trips. (There would be even more if residential also

voes oot b ] ot b /A = = Lalloway noted this area of the City — along Irvine

Boulevard — 1s already impacted by major traffic
congestion. Intensified development — replacing the
Veterans Cemetery in the Great Park with commercial
development — would produce much worse trafhc
congestion affecting nearby residents of Portola Springs,

The praposed Veterans Cemetery, which has been approved by the City, State, and Federal governments, is pictured herve in Stonegate, and other nearby vi]]ages.

red, as part of the Great Park. The FivePaint land-swap property (not pictured) is located near the convergence of the I-5 The matter 15 schediled o come back:to the Clty
and I-405 Freeways, known as the EI Tore “I."

Council for consideration on June 27th, presumably with

more information provided by staff, including a comparison of “critical pathways” — the time 1t will take to build the Veterans Cemetery and make it
operational under the current Great Park plan, and the time it will take under the FivePoint land-swap proposal. [ICNV]

Camera shy. FivePoint chief political aperative, Patrick Strader, is pictured here as part of the FivePaint team pushing te Iall the Veterans Cemetery in the Great Park by pushing for their land-swap
proposal. Strader aftends many Council meetings, and is frequently seen texting messages te Councilmember Christina Shea and others when FivePoint issues are being discussed.

For more on the Veterans Cemetery issue...
\ Larry Agran’s letter to Governor Brown - Page 3

v Open Forum - Pages 10 - 11
\ Veterans Appeal and Petition - Page 12

Subscribe to /CNV for FREE at:

IrvineCommunityNews.org
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CityWatch by Larry Agran®

I want to thank Irvine Community News & Views publisher Frank Lunding for encouraging me
to devote my CityWatch page to publication of the letter I wrote to Governor Brown, urging State
funding for the Veterans Cemetery in the Great Park. I am pleased to do so. — LA

May 25, 2017
Governor Jerry Brown,

am writing to you as a former Mayor and longtime Councilmember here in the City of Irvine. It has been my honor to work with current Councilmembers
Jeff Lalloway and Lynn Schott, and former Mayor and Councilmember Beth Krom as Irvine’s principal political leaders who, for more than three years,
been working with Assemblywoman Sharon Quark-Silva to translate the vision of a State Veterans Cemetery info an operational reality.

At this critical juncture, I am writing to thank you for your recent site wisit to Irvine, and for your past support for establishment of the Southern
California Veterans Cemetery in the Orange County Great Park, right here in Irvine. Joined by an anxious but hopeful Irvine community, I now ask for
your further support for the Veterans Cemetery in the State FY 20172018 Budget — so that, together, we can soon complete this important project.

Asyourecall, three years ago, in a remarkable display of leadership and bi-partisan consensus-building, Assemblywoman Sharon Quurk-Silva successfully
shepherded AB 1453 through the Legislature, winning unanimous approval for the measure which then, with the Governor’s signature, became law on
September 27, 2014. Earlier in 2014, the Irvine City Council voted unammously to convey the specifically referenced “ARDA” site within the Great Park
m order to create the Veterans Cemetery. Reflecting tlus specific, generous gift of land, Section 1 of AB 1453 provides that the Califorma Department
of Veterans Affairs “shall design, develop, construct, and equip a state-owned and state-operated Southern Califorma Veterans Cemetery, which shall be
located at the site of the former Marine Corps Air Station El Toro, on 125 acres known as the Amended and Restated Development Agreement Site in the
Great Park in the City of Irvine”

AB 1453, as adopted, was nof a mere suggestion or ethereal expression of hope. It was, and is, the law — a mandate to begin a process eventually
culminating in the state-established, state-owned, state-operated and state-maintamned Veterans Cemetery at the specified “ARDA” site, located in the
Great Park. AB 1453 included an appropriation of $500,000 for CalVet to commence planning, design, and the timely subnussion (July 1, 2016) of a grant
application to the US. Department of Veterans Affairs. Having successtully completed these tasks, the project recerved federal approval and the Southern
Califormia Veterans Cemetery 1s now on the “Priority List” to recerve federal support toward the estimated $774 nullion cost for further design, site
preparation, and construction of Phase I of the Veterans Cemetery on the 125-acre ARDA site in the Great Park.

To accelerate project funding and construction, on April 4, 2017, the Irvine City Council made a further commitment, voting to commut up to $38
mullion— roughly half the cost of the Veterans Cemetery project — from our own Great Park development fund Frankly, our expressed expectation 1s
that the State (and the US. Department of Veterans Affairs) will provide the balance of the estimated funds needed to complete this project over the next
two-and-one-half years, as planned.

We know that the FivePoint Commumnities development company continues to oppose the Veterans Cemetery in the Great Park, and has been actrvely
lobbying at the State Capitol FivePomt officials have been promoting a so-called “land-swap™ This land-swap, without any current City authorization or
State enabling legislation, would move the Veterans Cemetery from its designated 125-acre site in the Great Park — generally applauded for years as the
“pertect site” for the Veterans Cemetery — to an entirely different location. Under the land-swap proposal, the Veterans Cemetery would be moved to
FivePomnt property near the Irvine Train Station and the I-5 and I-405, far removed from the originally designated site within the Great Park. This 1s a bad
1dea for a number of reasons. Relying on a poorly defined land-swap scheme to undo what has already been done — and then to begin the entire process all
over agamn, creating some kind of privately owned and operated Veterans Cemetery that has no present authorization in State law or local law — introduces a
myriad of uncertainties, complications and delays. At the same time, resident resentment over the apparent abandonment of comnutments made by the City
of Irvine 1n 2014, and written into State law (AB 1453) that same year, would plinge our City mto turmoil for years to come. There 15 already widespread
talk among civic activists of resort to available options: hifigation, mnitiatives, referenda, and even recalls.

Residents throughout Irvine have come to understand how FivePoint and its investors would benefit enormously from their proposed land-swap. But these
same residents ask: Where 1s the benefit to the public, including California veterans and their families, and the residents of Irvine?

The proposed land-swap 1s a dangerous distraction that threatens to take us off the path of progress that has enabled us all to come this far —locally, at the
State level, and at the Federal level as well We have earned all the necessary approvals and are ready to begin on-site demolition construction of our Great
Park Veterans Cemetery. State funding at this time will enable us to commence demolition and preliminary site preparation so that, by Veterans Day, 2019,
the first of many thousands of veterans and their families can be laid to rest n the Southern Califormia Veterans Cemetery in the Great Park — qust as we
pronmused and just as we wrote info law, together Thank you for your contimung support and consideration. ’(

Larry Agran

*Larry Agran is a former Irvine City Councilmember and a public interest aftorney. He served as Mayor of Irvine for six years in the 1980s
and, again, from 2000-2004.
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Community Calendar ~ June/July 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Ado pta ble Pet of the Month

Each issue we feature

Toddler Storytime. Scenlc Early Morning Hike. Studlo Arts Festival.

Katie Wheeler Library. Fremont Canyon. Fine Arts Center. one “adoptable” pet
10:30-11am. 6:30-11am. Registration Sam-5pm. from the Irvine Animal
Info: 714-669-8753 Required. Info: 949-724-6880 Cares Conter

Info: LetsGoOutside.org

The Irvine Animal
Care Center (IACC)
is a progressive and
innovative municipal
animal shelter that
continually strives to strengthen the human-animal

WITE |

FI-YI NE B“ I-I- Super Pet Adoption. Sing-Along. Short Story Book Club. Barre Strength and Stretch. Steam Cirgue. Clrcus Vargas. Wait and the Flying Bull Read to a Dog. bond and improve the welfare of animals by promoting
Animal Care Center. Lakeview Senior Center. - — Rancho Senlor Center Runs 6/8 -6/18 at the OC Great Park. | Exhibition. Katle Wheeler Library. their humane care and treatment. The Center’s 3.73
10am-4pm. 10:30-11:30am. Ballroom. 7:30pm. i . 2-3pm. acre, park-like facility for thousands of homeless
Info: 949-724-7740 Info: 849-724-6900 3:30-4:15pm. Info: CircusVargas.com \ : 1; & | Info: 714-669-8753 P _wes : e

r . Info: 949-724-6800 ST N v neg.lected ahus.ed amm;.sﬂs every year. All amma]s in
Great Park Gallery, begins June 1 '9 ’ #x. g LR A s ﬁ ;_" their CHIE Teccive va.etenm.ir_';f o high-quality food,
grd and runs through mid- g U ' : " CIES VARSI T £ = e soft bedding and daily socialization.
August, Thursdays through ‘ E{%’g_a _gﬂPa#‘K Library. e (@7 )-) tLubmb-s | Great Park Gallery.
Sundays, times vary, check e el : GOITP) AN CIOL L A 12-4pm.
8 = S NARY, OB y Info: 949-936-4040 ! & CleUEVA cEeCEl (SN | |nfo: 866-820-2829 “Paco” is a neutered male, Black Chihuahua — Smooth
CityofIrvine.org for more info. . : .
m qQ m . Coated and Italian Greyvhound. She is about 2 years old.
In 1943, Walt Disney designed the The Story of the Irvine Ranch. | Evening Hike. City Councll Meeting. Hussam Ayloush, Executive Travel Adventure Slideshow. Father’s Day Luncheon. For more information about Paco and other
El Toro “Flying Bull” logo for Marine : Orchard Hills. Irvine City Hall. Director of CAIR-LA will be - Lakeview Senior Center. adoptable pets, or the IACC, call 949-724-7740

Corps Air Station, El Toro. Walt Disney 6:30-8:30pm. Registration | 4pm. speaking on “Fighting 11:30-12:30pm. or email info@irvineshelter.org
Productions created approximately Required. Info: 948-724-6233 Islamophobia In 2017”. o r s Info: 948-724-6900
1,200 dESigﬂS d.'l]IlIlg World War II Info: LBEEUGUEMEUI'Q !IHWD Community Room. e i \ e :
fﬂl‘_ bﬂilﬂﬁlfﬂi}'sm;nd Mﬁzd mﬂltary Iﬁlrr:::rt:: Ao e info: wv;wau-nc.urg or ot :
units. oft work was a donation to o -200-4 o
the war effort gam-12pm. W . gy sonior Contr Selhefl) | STUDIO ARTS
' Registration Required. ¢ CAIR 6:30-8:30pm. Free. 8:15pm.
This exhibition will detail a brief Info: LetsGoOutside.org ol : Info: 949-724-6900 Info: 949-724-6247

FESTIVAL

El 22 El B

history of Disney Insignia Art and
feature original artwork inspired by

World War II, created by contemporary Father’s Day. Trivia Night. Young Professlonals OC Writers Read & Review. World’s Largest Swimming Senlor Tennls.
artists working for Walt Disney Santlago Oaks Stewardship. Anthill Pub & Grille. Summer Mixer. w Katie Wheeler Library. Lesson. Woodbridge High School Tennis
Prdiibins Mol Fiistincind Santlago Oaks Regional Park. apm. Sponsored by the qmmn s Bureau | 6-7:45pm. William Woollett Jr. Aquatics Center. | Court.

. ? 9am-12pm. Registration Info: 949-824-3050 and Young Professionals of OC. Info: 714-669-8753 5:30pm. 8-11am.

and Pixar Animation Studios. Required.

Contemporary artists include: Dave
Avanzino, Patrick Ballesteros, Steven
Daily, Matt Haley, Julie Lee, Nolen
Lee, Craig Mackay, Jeff McMillan, 3-5pm. 6-8pm.

Linnea Motts, John T Quinn III, Info: 949-724-7300 Info: 949-453-1144

Kurtis Schureman, Michele Svengsoul, E m m

Info: 949-724-6717 Info: 714-307-8072
AW /5 =

children'sbureau

Paul Martin’s American Grill.

Each June, the Irvine Fine Arts Center hosts the annual
Studio Arts Festival in Heritage Park. The juried
festival showcases Southern California artists and
their original works of art for purchase in ceramics,
JULY sculpture, jewelry, painting, photography, fiber and

Trabuco Senlor Center.

R L e Farmers Market. Chinese Brush Painting. | Clty Councll Meeting. Collect Wildflowers Sees. Self-Paced Fitness Hike. ath of July Luncheon. Movies on the Lawn: The Lego glass. The fcshivakalso fedtiresia Jive perfurmance by
Rebecca Wong. 0C Great Park. Lakeview Senior Center. OF i Native Seed Farm. Irvine Open Space Preserve. Lakeview Senior Center. Balman Movie. Alpha Mule, art demonstrations, and food including

10am-2pm. 2-4pm. $10/class. & L 8:30-12pm. Registration 6-8pm. Registration Required. 11:30-12:30pm. e ice cream sundaes served in handmade collectible

i Info: 866-829-3829 Info: 949-724-6900 . 1{“ Required. Info: LetsGoOutside.org Info: 949-724-6900 ¥ ceramic bowls.
The Great Park Gallery is located n Info: LetsGoOutside.org . : .
in the Palm Court Arts Complex e : - &' s
and is open Thursdays and Fridays : F " L SR Yo :_f:—f" o, | B Saturday, June 3, 9am - 5pm
noon - 4pm, and Saturdays and Irvine City Hall, ' P Ay - LASEF | o6 Great Park Info: 949-724-6880
Sundays 10am - 4pm. 4pm. \ ‘ ol £ E dx | 8:15pm.
Info: 866-829-3829 Info: 949-724-6233 i wie 4 <1 SES=F | Info: events@ocgp.org
. Great Park Balloon Ride
6 For further information on City of Irvine events go to: cityofirvine.org or call 949-724-6606. |~ open Thurs.-Sun, weather permitting. _

Call (866) 8293529,
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Since its first publication, Irvine Community News & Views has attracted many fine writers and photojournalists, all of them local to Irvine
and Orange County. We are pleased to reserve this page for publication of their special columns and features, which can also be found on

our website: IrvineCommunityNews.org.

Attention parents and high school students: Get
ready for summertime. . .and for fall! Irvine’s High
School Youth Action Team offers outstanding opportunities for young
people — teenagers — to serve the Irvine community alongside other
civic-minded teens who value public service and working with peers
to improve our schools and our City.

I saw firsthand just how effective these
bright and hardworking young people
could be when I served on the Irvine
Children, Youth and Families Advisory
Committee. Sometimes teens appear
to be just token members of groups,
but that’s not the case with the Youth
Action Team. Their ideas and nsights
are not only accepted, but are sought
out. Their ability to work with others
1s excellent, and their contributions to
our community are real.

The Youth Action Team puts on programs for their fellow students
— for example, staging useful informational forums on how to get that
all-important first summer job. The students also stage serious topical
programs — such as a program on the hazards of tobacco and alcohol
use. Another recent program involved the showing of the movie,

..-"”.-"r d g ;’-‘1 1

SchoolWatch: Irvine’s Youth Action Team — An
Excellent Opportunity for Teens

by Carolyn Inmon

Scmermgers Growing Up in the Digital Age. The Youth Action Team
also organizes events in the arts, including Battle of the Bands and
the Teen Poetry Slam and Art Show. At election season, they sponsor
programs encouraging voter registration, especially among younger,
first-time voters. And a number of activities are of a charitable nature,
for example, packaging food for families at local food banks.

Student volunteers can join an
on-campus Youth Action Team club
at their high school. In anticipation of
the summer break and the 2017-2018
school year, this 1s a great way for
teenagers to get involved in public
service to benefit their peers and the
'~ entire Irvine community. And it’s the
kind of public service that 1s always
a good thing to have on college
| applications as well.

Thank you, students, for your
leadership and your service! And thanks, as well, to Steve Knollmiller
who — working with these high school students as Program Coordinator
with the City of Irvine’s Commumity Services Department — 1s making
such a valuable contribution to our City. By the way, Steve can be
reached by phone at (949) 724-6739.

*Carolyn is a retired Irvine teacher. She taught at virtually every grade level, from K-12, as well as community college. She served as President of the
Community College Association from 2005-2007. Carolyn recenily co-anthored a book with Tanya Brown, which is now available. It is entifled, “The Seven
Characters of Abuse: Domestic Violence — Where it Starts and Where If Can End.”

A I_',, _...._l 3 I\:—-iﬂ] oF - .._,— ,.:. .._,_. _..-_'__.‘:.':__J_u.::.:_! | ; .- 3 I

A beautiful moment. Photojournalist Angelo Vassos captured this magnificent backyard Jacaranda tree — at the
Culver/I-405 onramp — at absolute peak bloom in mid-May, to the delight of thousands of passing motorists. One
observer on hand for the photo moment said, “That’ the purplest Jacaranda I’ve ever seen!”

Science & Technolo gV ANEW ICNV SERIES ON CLIMATE CHANGE

ICNV 1s pleased to be publishing a series of arficles on climate change —
asking us all to think globally and act locally. We are proud to introduce a team
of Orange County science writers specializing in key aspects of this global and
local climate crisis. The first article in this series 1s by Sarah Mosko, PhD. Dr.
Mosko vividly illustrates how — m the face of this environmental challenge
— local activism can sigmificantly impact global policy.

Regardless of political persuasion, everyone seems to agree that the Earth’s

climate 1s rapidly and dramatically changing. Many localities, around the
world, are taking action to protect their citizens agamst rising sea levels and
extraordinarily destructive storms.

We hope you find this series illununating and motrvating. Dr. Mosko would
welcome any comments our ICNV readers may have on this topic. Please
write to Editor@IrvineCommunityNews.org.

— Harvey H. Liss, Ph.D., ICNV editor for Science and Technology
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IrVine: The Little Engine That CO“ld by Sarah Mosko, Ph.D.

Irvine led on restoring the ozone layer and should lead now on climate change.

Ozone Depletion: The First Global
Environmental Crisis

The depletion of the protectrve ozone layer m the
Earth’s atmosphere by manmade chenucals was the
global commumity’s first environmental crisis. Today,
climate change, largely attributable to greenhouse gas
emissions from burning fossil fuels, 1s the second and

The people of Irvine can be proud that actions
taken by the City Council m 1989 were mstnumental
m creatmg a blueprint at the local level for carrying
out the aspirations set forth m the 1987 Montreal
protocol, the mternational agreement to restore the
ozone layer. It 1s widely hailed as the most successful
global environmental treaty ever As the global
commumty today faces the reality that unchecked
global warming could unleash catastrophic effects
mmpacting all future generations, Irvine can and
should resiurect the same purpose and determination
that mspired the City to make a difference back then

In 1974, scientists at UC Irvine, led by Nobel
laureates (1995) F. Sherwood Rowland and Mario
J. Molina, predicted that the Earth’s protective
ozone layer would be seriously diminished by the
rampant use of halogens — chemicals, such as CFCs
(chlorofluorocarbons) and other ozone-depleting
compounds then used as refrigerants, spray can
propellants, and solvents. The ozone layer acts as
a shield, preventing the most harmful ultraviolet
radiation m sunlight (UVB) from reaching the Earth’s
sirface. Excessive exposure to UVB 1s known to
cause not only sunbumn, skin cancers and cataracts
but also damage to crops and reduction of plankton
populations vital to the ocean food web.

It wasn’t until 1985 that the infamous hole m
the ozone layer over Antarctica was discovered, as
Rowland and Molina predicted. That tnggered the
mtemnational alarm that led to the Montreal Protocol.
Because action at the federal level was pamfully slow
m conung, the Irvine Cify Council, then led by Mayor
Larry Agran and City Councilmember Cameron
Cosgrove, boldly passed the most far-reaching
legally enforceable measure anywhere to elmimate
CFCs and other ozone-depleting substances. This
remarkable ordmance prolubited usmg CFCs and
other targeted halogens in most mdustnal processes

m the City of Irvine.

The City Council, n taking responsible action
at the local level, believed that other purisdictions
would be empowered to use Irvine’s ordinance as
a model. That 1s exactly what happened m many
cities and counties across America and throughout
the world, and today we know that the hole m the
ozone layer 15 shrinkung and we have overcome that
global environmental crisis.

Climate Change: The Second Global
Environmental Crisis

Now we are faced with a second, far greater global
envirommental crisis. News reports worldwide tell
us that the effects of climate change are already
being felt, wlile scientists tell us that the window
of opportumty to take aggressive actions to prevent
runaway global warming 1s the next 10 to 15 years, at
best. Though the 2015 Paris Agreement shows there
15 worldwide consensus on the urgency of tackling
climate change, President Trump has threatened to
throw a wrench mto the agreement by pulling the
US. out of this hustoric mternational agreement.
Even 1f the U.S. remams a participant, there 1s no
guarantee that Congress or the President has the
political will to enact laws m time to move from
an economy based on fossil fuels to one based on
renewable energy sources.

Asin 1989 local jurisdictions can and are leading
the nation in solving the climate crisis. The State
of Califorma and 45 cities around the nation
have enacted resolutions calling on Congress to
take decisive action on climate change, or more
specifically, to impose some form of a fee on carbon,
with dividends returned to consumers. What's
more, dozens of cities and counties m Califorma
are formulating plans allowing public entities to
purchase energy from renewable sources, though
none 1s m Orange County.

As a leading example, the City of San Diego has
courageously passed the first comprehensive, legally
bmndmg Chmate Action Plan that 15 crafted to cut the
city’s carbon footprint in halfby 2035. Components
of the plan include: commitment to 100% renewable
electricity; upgradng buildings to be more energy
and water efficient; gimding development to make
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mass transit, wallang and biking more accessible;
100% waste diversion from landfills; and making
the City more climate resilient with measures like
mereasmg the tree canopy.

The mmpact Irvine had in reming in ozone-
depleting chemicals in 1989 1s concrete proof
that thmking globally and acting locally 1s more
than a feel-good mantra. Irvine should take a cue
from San Diego and once again become a leader
m environmental protection — this time as a
drrving force i formulating and propagating an
mnovative bluepnint for climate change action that
other jurisdictions can then replicate.

When Irvine took the lead m meeting the ozone
challenge, 1t became front-page news m the New York
Times and other papers throughout the world. The
City even won a United Nations award for leadership
m environmental protection.

Irvine was once the little engme that could, and
did lead the world. It should do so, agam this time
to meet the climate change crisis.

*Sarah Mosko is a licensed psychologist and sleep diserder specialist, with a background in neurobiology and medical research that enables her fo research
and cogently explain curreni scienfific research findings. She received her M.A. and Ph.D. at Princefon University, and held an NIH Postdoctoral Fellowship
aif UC San Diego. Dr. Mosko is an active environmentalist who resides in Orange County.
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Irvine Residents Favor
Great Park Site for
Veterans Cemetery

and Oppose Developer
“Land-Swap”

Franklin J. Lunding
FPublisher

Hundreds of Irvine residents participated m ICNV’s Irvine
Community Poll for May. They voiced strong resident support for
the City’s approved plan — also approved by the State and Federal
government — to put the State Veterans Memornal Park and Cemetery
on a 125-acre parcel in the Great Park. By a 3-to-1 majonty, residents
not only expressed continung citywide support for the Great Park
Cemetery site; they rejected the “land-swap™ being pushed by
developer FivePoint Communities.

The land-swap would kill the Veterans Cemetery i the Great Park,
move it miles away to land near the Irvine Tramn Station and the El
Toro “Y,” and turn over the 125-acre Great Park site to FivePoint for
commercial development and possibly residential development as
well. By kulling the Veterans Cemetery in the Great Park and replacing
1t with development, nearly 10,000 average daily auto trips would be
added to Irvine Boulevard and other already-overcrowded streets in
northern Irvine.

The more that Irvine residents leamn about the developer-promoted
land-swap, the more unpopular it 1s. In fact, only about 1 m 8 poll
respondents actually favors the WVeterans Cemetery land-swap.
(Another 1 1n 8 are just against any cemetery in town..period!) The
Comments, Notes and Letters we’ve received make clear just how
strongly Irvine residents feel about this entire matter. Tare a look at the
representative sample of opinions and observations offered by your
Irvine friends and neighbors. — FJL

What Do YOU Think?

Do you favor or oppose keeping the Veterans

Memorial Park and Cemetery on the 125-acre
site in the Great Park, as planned?

IRVINE COMMUNITY POLL (May)
Taking the Pulse of the Irvine Community
Do you favor or 716%

oppose keeping the
Veterans Memorial

Park and Cemetery 24t
in the Great Park, as -
planned? Favor Oppose

Comments, Notes and Letters

B The Veterans Memorial Park and Cemetery needs to be in a scenic,
restful environment, easily available to surviving family members and
friends, not between two noisy freeways.

—Timothy Hoffmann

B My husband and I have lived here in Irvine for 30+ years. As
long-time residents of Irvine — and my husband 1s a veteran — we’ve
wished and hoped Irvine would someday have a Veterans Cemetery.
When we heard of such plans i the making, we were excited. You can’t
immagine the joy. All these years of wishing and hoping, the Veterans
Cemetery was actually going to come frue. Irvine 1s our home, and no
other resting place has ever crossed our minds. To see what transpired
m the April 4th meeting — with Councilmember Shea and Mayor
Wagner and Councilmember Melissa Fox’s added language [in support
of the FivePoint “land swap™”] — deeply disturbed uvs. It’s shameful

—[Name withheld on request]

B Ican’tbelieve that big money 1s corrupting this once beautiful city,
and residents are so naive about this whole corruption process. Look at
the constant recycling of puppet Councilmembers. The big money of
FivePoint keeps them in power.

—Ron Sal

B Itisabsolutely shameful that the interests of FivePoint Communities
should trump the desires ofthe veterans and spousesand children of veterans
who served during World War IT, the Korean War (like my husband), the
Vietnam War, and the wars i Iraq and Afghanistan. Our veterans served
to secure our freedom, not to enable FivePoint Communities to profit
from the land in the Great Park meant for the bunal of our veterans.

—FErnesting Benson

B FivePoint has opmed that Chinese residents would object to the Great
Park location for the Veterans Cemetery because of feng shw 1ssues. This 1s
contradicted by the situation at nearby Pacific View Memorial Cemetery; homes
abut the cemetery, and the cemetery 1s the bunal place for many Clunese famihes.
—David Proctor

B There should be no higher priority on City government officials’
agenda than to bring the Veterans Cemetery to fruition.

—John J. McNamara IIT

B Having a place for our veterans to rest 1s far more important than
bringing more housing and more people to an already crowded city.

—Jessica Bern

B The best land here 1s where the best Americans should be put to rest —
m the Great Park. I would also like to see affordable housing for the living
veterans here in the Great Park. Then it would live up to 1ts name. I know
a disabled female veteran who lives m her car. Disgraceful. My father was
a disabled World War II veteran, and he received $19 a month for his injury.
When we value our military, it means more than a bumper sticker and a flag
pin on your lapel. It means paying taxes and honoring their service too.

—lLuette Forrest

B I do not want to see a graveyard whenever I go through the Great
Park. The Great Park 1s for living people. The Great Park should have
something special to tell the world about its greatness — like a Multicultural
Center to show how different cultures can live in harmony.

—Anupam Bajaj

L %1 n;“ _g;ﬁ 3

June 2017

Open Forum & Community Voices

Page 11

B We will honor our Heroes and their
families by building the Veterans Cemetery at the
Great Park! Tt will forever honor all the veterans.

—Thomas Serna

B The Veterans Cemetery should stay in 1ts
original site, where 1t 1s planned. Itis a quietand
much better location. Do not let the developers
win. They are already ruining Irvine.

—Cindy Davis

B Councilmember Melissa Fox outfoxed us
all.. Iwasn’t expecting that! Iam disappointed.
I asked her to explain her position on Facebook
and haven't heard anything. Tlus 1s so not
the Fox I voted for. I do not want FivePoint to
control one more thing in Irvine!

—Joanne Slobodien

B I absolutely support a Veterans Cemetery
on the Great Park site. We do not need any
additional housing on the site. Housing was
never part of the original plan.

—Pat Wilhoit

B There can be no more fitting way to honor
our veterans and the history of the El Toro
Marine Corps Airbase — where the Great Park
1s located — than to proceed with the Veterans
Cemetery project. The Cemetery should remain
in the more dignified and peaceful setting that
was originally chosen for 1t!

—Cathy Calkins

B Melissa Fox 15 a disappointment because
she did not fully support the Great Park location
for the Veterans Cemetery.

—Corliss Houston

B The FivePomnt site 1s better for the Veterans
Cemetery. It’s less expensive for the City and State.

—John Eric Yopes

B Iwant to see a Veterans Cemetery built in
the fastest, most sensible way. It matters less to
me where 1f 1s located.

—Mary Orr

B The Veterans Cemetery 1s about
recognizing our Veterans who have served our
country. If is not about corporations or special
mterest groups, led by FivePoint, that look at
the bottom line only. It 1s obvious FivePoint 1s
trying to buy their way with the City Council to
sell more homes.

—Jon Brownell

B FREE LAND FOR FIVEPOINT!
—Larry Bales

B The Veterans Cemetery should be south of
the Great Park, on land that 1s still a part of the
Marine Corps Airbase.

—Bill Sandlin

B We were promused that a Veterans
Cemetery would be built in the Great Park. It’s
time to take action and get it built, without further
delay and without mterference from outsiders.

—Marshall Goldman

B The voters of Orange County voted to have
the Great Park be for all people, no matter where
they live. It 1s the people’s park. The Veterans
Cemetery 1s a memorial in honor of all veterans,
and 1t should be located in the Great Park.

—Susan Sayre

B Iknow who Mayor Wagner 1s looking out
for — and 1t’s not the citizens of Irvine.

—David Day

B We voted for the Veterans Cemetery, and
now having this held up 1s heartbreaking.

—Bobi Rush

B The plans for the WVeterans Memoral
Park and Cemetery i the Great Park have been
approved. I see this latest effort to change the
location as a way to stall moving forward with
the Veterans Cemetery. I am very upset that the
City Council 15 so willing to favor FivePoint. It
seems to me that money talks more than the will
of Orange County citizens.

—Susan Finn

B Please please let’s getthis Veterans Cemetery
started before anyone else fries to sabotage it. We
would like to see the origmal Great Park site for the
Veterans Cemetery — and not the land-swap.

—Janice Konkol

B Please, please, let’s get this Veterans
Cemetery started before anyone else tries to
sabotage 1t.

—Jim and Jennfer Korb

B I feel there should be more park space,
trees, benches and walking trails at the Great
Park. Idon’t feel a Cemetery 1s the appropriate
use of this most valuable property.

— Patricia D. Weinstock

B Iam aveteran, and I would very much like
to see the Great Park at the E]l Toro Marine Corps
Aiarbase be used partly as a Veterans Cemetery.

—Al Martinez

B Please, please, please keep the Veterans
Cemetery in the Great Park! I will have a
permanent resting place in my hometown.

—Matthew Wright

B I oppose building cemeteries. It would
be more ideal to revamp the Great Park into an
amphitheater, which all families can enjoy with
their loved ones.

—Julie Lee

B You know, m all my days I don’t ever
recall hearing anyone say, “I dream of someday
being laid to rest in some ungodly junction
between freeways.” The Veterans Cemetery
was always to be located in a peaceful setting.

—dAgapito Soto

At the May 23rd City Council
meeting, Angelo Vassos, an Air
Forceveteran and 51-year resident
of Irvine, testified as follows:

I don’t understand why the City
Council would consider dropping a
site for the Veterans Cemetery that
has already been approved at all levels
of government — our City, the State,
and the Federal government. By
legislation, a site within the Great Park
has been designated which would be
maintained by the State of California
in perpetuity, with no cost to the
residents of Irvine.

On the other hand, if we factor in
politics and money (lots of money)
spent by developers to elect two
Council members [Christina Shea
and Mayor Don Wagner], it becomes
clear what’s going on. The greed of
the developers who would interrupt
and change the Veterans Cemetery
project so they can make still more
money has become the deciding factor
in this City. It shouldn’t be that way.
No fellow veteran that I have spoken

with who lives in Irvine agrees with
this developer land-swap boondoggle.

Letters to the editor are welcome. Please include your name and ZIP code. Letters for publication must be addressed to Editor,
4199 Campus Drive, Suite 550, Irvine, CA 92612 or email Editor@IrvineCommunityNews.org.

Letters may he edited for publication. Unpublished letters will not be acknowledged or returned.
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Sign Our Petition to Build the Veterans Cemetery in the
Great Park NOW, As Planned.

Please Join Us! VISIT: htips://irvinecommunitynewsandviews.org/VeteransCemeteryPetition
to sign our Great Park Veterans Cemetery petition and voice your support.

To the Irvine Community:

We ask the People of Irvine to join us — to sign our petition calling upon the Irvine City Council to honor our veterans and
their families by keeping the sacred promise we made to build the Veterans Memorial Park and Cemetery in the Great Park,

as planned.

Build the Veterans Cemetery in the Great Park, Now!

We, the undersigned, call upon the City Council to follow through on its original plan and promise — adopted by resolution of
the Council in July, 2014; enacted by the State Legislature (AB 1453) in September, 2014; and approved by the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs in 2016 — to build the Southern California Veterans Memorial Park and Cemetery on a dedicated parcel
of 125 acres of land in the Great Park.

The City’s generous gift of land to the State of California allows the 125-acre Veterans Memorial Park and Cemetery to be
built in our 1,300-acre Great Park for an estimated $77 million (the cost of just one railroad underpass in Irvine). Under State
law, our beautiful Veterans Memorial Park and Cemetery would be maintained in perpetuity by the State of California (Section
of AB 1453) and the U.S. Veterans Administration. This means there would be no maintenance costs to the City of Irvine, ever.

Reject the “Land Swap”

We further call upon the Mayor and City Council to reject the so-called “land swap” proposal being promoted by the FivePoint
Communities development company. The land swap would result in the City’s dismembering and shrinking the Great Park
by transferring ownership of the 125-acre Great Park Veterans Cemetery site to FivePoint, and granting FivePoint the right
to develop the parkland for commercial and industrial uses, and possibly for 2,000 additional housing units. Meanwhile, the
Veterans Cemetery would be banished to a site miles away from the Great Park, near the junction of the I-5 and I-405 Freeways,
where FivePoint has made vague promises to build some kind of “private” Veterans Cemetery.

The estimated windfall profit to FivePoint from this land swap scheme is $500.000,000 or more, reflecting unconscionable
developer greed and disrespect — all at the expense of veterans, veterans’ families, and all Irvine residents.

This is wrong. It’s just plain wrong.

Do The Right Thing.

Let’s do the right thing. Let’s honor American veterans and their families by respecting our local and State law and following
through on our promise. Let’s build the Veterans Cemetery in the Great Park, as planned, so that by Veterans Day, 2019, the
first of many deserving American veterans and their families can be laid to rest, just as we promised, in the Veterans Memorial

Park and Cemetery in the Great Park.
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Edward S. Pope Angelo Vassos Larry Agran
U.S. Army (1961-1963) U.S. Air Force (1950-1954) U.S. Army Reserves (1963-1966)

Please Join Us! VISIT: https://irvinecommunitynewsandviews.org/VeteransCemeteryPetition

to sign our Great Park Veterans Cemetery petition and voice your support.

Sponsored by: frvine Community News & Views and the Irvine Great Park Veterans Cemetery Committee, a special project of
Planning 2020, Inc., a non-profit corporation.






